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NUMBER CXLII. 
By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 








To be continued every THURSDAY. 





TuursbDay, September the 18th, 1755. 








ey INCE the publication of my cor- 
ai, refpondent’s letter on the fubject of 
3 noife, I have received the two fol- 
lowing, which I fhall lay before my 
AY readers for the entertainment of 
£ to-day. —_ Pier 
FitTz- ADAM, ae 








Your paper which treats of die paffion for noife, has 
in one refpect given me fome pleafure ; the obfervations 
in it being fach as I have often made mytelf, and the 
‘ridicule intended by them what many perfons‘in the 
“world very juftly deferve. At the ‘fame: time T could 
not help feeling fome uneafinefs, on being led by thofe 
obfervations to reflect ferioufly and deliberately upon my 

. own misfortunes. 

Tixt I was about forty years old, I had lived.a bat- - 
chelor in London ; at which time, having acquired a 
comfortable fortune in the mercantile way, I retired 
into the country ; and hoping to pafs the reft of my 
‘days‘in peace, and to be happy in a fociable companion, 
‘J married a wife. She has always been, for any thing 

that 
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‘that I know to the contrary, what" is called-a virtuous 
‘woman: a notable one ‘I am fure fhe is: but though 
chaftity and notablenefs may be very valuable qualities 
in a woman, yet if they are to be nurfed and cherifhed 
at the expence of mecknefs, forbearance, and all the 
other virtues, in my humble opinion, fhe had better be 
without them. I called at your friend Dodfley’s, the 
laft time I was in town, to look in Mr. Johnfon’s dictio- 
nary for the meaning of the word zetable; but could 
find no fuch epithet applied to a wife. I with with all 
my heart that he had given us a definition of that cha- 
racter, as alfo of a good woman, which according to fome 
alehoufe figns in the country, is a woman without a 
head. | - 

I HAVE long been of opinion, that as the principal 
virtue .of a man is courage, fo the principal virtue of a 
woman is filence: my wife indeed is of a contrary way 
of thinking, with regard to this female virtue ; but till I 
am ftark deaf, I fhall never be prevailed upon to alter 
my opinion. Dumb creatures were always my delight, 
and particularly a cat, the dumbeft of all; but my wife, 


who has a natural antipathy to that animal, has hung up 


a parrotin the parlour, and filled my hen-yard and gar- 
den with maccaws and peacocks. 

Besipes the domeftic noifes with which Iam perpe- 
tually,tormented, I am unfortunately fituated near the 
church, and in the hearing of ten difmal bells, which 
our parifhioners have fet up,in the roomof one fingle bell, 
by which for many years before, the proper notice for 
church-time, and other parochial matters had been utually 
given. And left the advantage of the found of thefe bells 
fhould ever be loft, one of our wealthy yeomen has be- 
queathed by will a confiderable fum of money to the ring- 
ers of the parifh, for ringing a certain. number of peals 
five or fix times a week for ever. About the time of this 

defirable 
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defirable acquifition;: the new method of pfalmody was 
introduced into our church, by.a fet of fellows who call 
themfelves the fingers : fo that our good old tunes being 
rejected, .I am obliged to fit and hear their terrible bawl- 
ing and difcord, having never been taught to fing in 
treble time, or to find any thing folemn in the airs of a 
jigg. 
-Ir happens alfo that our parith is famous for dillgne 
ing in what is called rough mufic, confifting of perform- 
ances on cow-horns, falt-boxes, warming-pans, theep- 
‘bells, &c. intermixed with hooting, hallowing, and all 
forts of hideous noifes, with which the young wags of 
the village ferenade their neighbours on feveral occafions, 
particularly thofe families, in which (as the phrafe is) 
the grey mae is the better horfe. 


Berne thus ccc ftomed to noifes in the day-time, I 


am frequently waked out of my fleep (though in the ab- 
fence of my wife) by dreaming of them in the night: 
fo that in almoft all my hours of retirement, in my flum- 
bers, and even in my devotions, I am conftantly tormented 
with noifes, and thoroughly convinced that there is no 
peace for me but in the grave. 

.. Tuts being my cafe, I would advife you, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, by all poffible means to difcourage this raging 
paffion for noife. If you are a married man, and have 
a notable wife (though from the freedom and fpirit with 
which you write, I fhould guefs you to be a batchelor) 
you will need neither my. example nor entreaties to fet 
about this work in fober fadnefs. Iam firmly perfuaded 
that if you can put an end to all unreafonable noifes, you 
will then have accomplifhed that univerfal reformation of 
fentiments and manners, for which your paper was in- 
tended. The women will be difcreet and. lovely, and 
the men rational companions for their wives .and one 


another. ‘ 
AFTER 
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ArTeR what I have here faidhos myfelf, I dare not 

det you know the firft fyllable of my name, or of the 

| village where I live; but I defire neverthelefs to be e- 
fteemed as your very good friend, and, though un- 
known, 


Your moft faithful 
humble fervant. 


P. §. rape 
I rorcor to tell you that I have three fine girls, who, 


though extremely well inclined, are whipt every hour 
in the day, and made to pierce my ears with their cries, 
for not being women before their time, and as notable as 
their mamma. It had like to have efcaped me too, that 
though my wife is reckoned to have the beft times of any 
woman in the parifh, it is the jeft of the whole neigh- 
bourhood upon hearing any violent or unufual {creaming, 
that Mrs. * * * is in labour. 


Mr. Firz-Apam, 

Finpinc by a late paper of yours that you are an ad- 
vocate for peace and quietnefs, Iam encouraged, though 
a woman, to make known my cafe to you. I have been 
a fufferer by noife all my life long. When I was young, I 
had a tender, though not a fickly conftitution, and was 
reckoned by all my acquaintance a girl ofa mild and 
gentle difpofition, with abundance of good-nature. The 
temper of my father was unfortunately the very reverfe 
of mine; and though I was ready to obey the leaft no- 
tices of his will, yet his commands were always given 
in fo loud and harfh a tone of voice, that they terrified 
me like thunder. I have a thoufand times ftarted from 
my chair, and ftood with my knees knocking together, 
upon his beginning to afk me a common queftion. My 
mother, he ufed to tell:me, would ruin me by her gen- 
tlenefs. Indeed fhe was as indulgent to me as I could 
with, and hardly ever chid me in her life, unlefs forced’ 

to 
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to it by my father, and to keep the peace of the family, 
which on various other occafions, was frequently in dan- 
ger of being broken. : 

At the ‘boarding-fchool, which Iwas fent to at the 
ufual age, I met with a governefs who was hafty and 
paffionate ; and as in her cooler hours fhe was frequently 
making conceffions to her fcholars for the unguarded 
things fhe had faid in her anger, fhe loft all her authori- 
ty: fo that having no one to fear, and no good example 
to follow, we were noify and quarrelfome all the day 
Jong. 

ArTer this I had the unhappinefs to" be left an or- 
phan to the care of my mother’s brother, who was a 


wealthy pewterer in the city. The room we lived in 


was directly over the fhop, from whence my ears were 
perpetually dinned with the noife of hammers, and the 
clattering of plates and difhes. Our country houfe 
(where we ufually paffed three or four months every 
fummer) was built clofe to fome iron mills, of which 
my uncle was proprietor. During our ftay at this houfe, 
I need not tell. you -how I was tormented with the hor- 
rid and tremendous noifes which proceeded from thefe 
mills. 

AT laft Iwas fent to board with a. diftant relation, 
who had been captain of a man of war, but who having 
married a rich widow, had given up his commiffion, 
and retired into the country. Unfortunately for poor 
me, the captain ftill retained a paffion for firing a great 
gun; and had mounted on a little fortification, that was 
thrown up againft the front of his houfe, eleven nine- 
pounders, which were conftantly difcharged ten or a 
dozen times over, on the arrival of vifitors, and on all 
holidays and rejoicings. The noife of thefe cannon was 
more terrible to me than all the reft, and would have 
rendered my continuance there intolerable, if a young 

gentleman, 
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gentleman, a relation of the captain's, had-not held me 
by the heart-ftrings, and foftened by the moft tender 
courtfhip in the world the horrors of thefe firings. In 
fhort, I ftaid at the captain’s till my fortune was in my 
own power, and then gave it to a hufband. 

Bur alas! Mr. Fitz-Adam, I am wedded to noife and 
contention as long as I live. This tendereft of lovers is 
the moft tyrannical of hufbands. The hammering of 
pewter, the iron-mills and the cannon, which fo much 
difturbed me, are but lulling founds, when compared to 


the raging of his voice, whenever he throws himéfelf in- 
to one of his furies. It is the ftudy of my life to oblige 
and pleafe him, yet I offend and difguft him by every 
thing Ido. If I am filent to his upbraidings, I am ful- 
len; if I anfwer, though with the utmoft mildnefs, I 
am either infolent or impertinent. ~ How mutt I do, Mr. 


Fitz-Adam, to reclaim or bear with him? Whatever I 
was by nature, Iam at prefent fo humbled, that I can 
fubmit to any thing. I have laid my cafe before you for 
your advice ; being well convinced by your fpeculations 

in general, that you a?e a warm advocate for the fex, 
though you fometimes take the liberty of telling us our 
own. It is not fo much at the croffnefs of my hufband, as 
at the loudnefs of his voice, that I complain : for I could 

fubmit with fome kind of patience to be beat, pinched, 

f{cratched, or any thing, fo that the drum of my ear was 

not eternally in danger of being broken. If I was deaf, 

I could defy the utmoft of his malice ; but till that happy 

time arrives, I am the moft miferable of women, though 

much Mr. Fitz-Adam’s 

Admirer and bumble fervant. 
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